
Pre-AP English I Summer Reading Assignment 
2019-2020 School Year 

 
All of these instructions are posted to our summer reading Google Classroom. 
Information for joining this Google Classroom are explained below.  I have also included 
instructions in each question under the classwork section of our Google Classroom.  If 
you have any questions about this assignment, please email me at lolenick@acisd.org 
or post it to the stream of our Google Classroom.  If you post your question to our 
stream, this could be helpful to other students because they will be able to see your 
question and my response.  Everything you post to our Google Classroom should be 
scholarly, appropriate, relevant, and written in complete sentences. 
 
I expect you to have completed this assignment before the first day of school.  Please 
do not procrastinate.  Keep in mind that Google Classroom allows me to see the exact 
date and time of anything you submit.  You can edit all of your posts in Google 
Classroom; just unsubmit, make your edits, and then submit it again.  Plagiarism, 
cheating, or not completing this summer assignment could result in your removal from 
my Pre-AP class. 
 
Be sure to complete all of the following steps. 
 

1. Select a novel you’ve NEVER read. 
○ Electronic versions of the novel are not acceptable.  You must have a 

physical copy of the novel which you must bring to class on the first day of 
school. 

2. Follow these guidelines for selecting your novel: 
○ Do your research, and choose a novel that both interests and challenges 

you. 
○ Try to pick a novel that none of your other classmates are reading.  
○ Check our summer reading Google Classroom so that you can see what 

other students have selected. 
■ How to access this list in our Google Classroom will be described 

below. 
○ Select your novel within the first few weeks of the summer break. 

■ If you quickly submit your novel selection to our Google Classroom, 
then you will lay claim to that novel. 

● Once you’ve submitted your novel, no one else should read 
that same novel. 
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■ Instructions for how to submit your novel selection are explained 
below. 

○ If you start reading your first novel choice, and you don’t like it, change 
novels, and resubmit your novel selection to Google Classroom. 

■ However, don’t do this more than once. 
■ It’s important for you to read a novel that interests you, but you also 

need to make a commitment to a novel. 
3. Join our summer reading Google Classroom 

○ Use your @acisd.org Google account to join our summer reading Google 
Classroom. 

■ If you’ve forgotten the login information for this account: 
● Your username or email for this account should be your 

three initials, the last 4 digits of your lunch number, with 
@acisd.org on the end of it. 

○ Example:  abc1234@acisd.org 
● Your password for this account should be your first initial, 

your last initial, and your full lunch number. 
○ Example:  ac001234 

○ The class code is i38k8kk. 
4. Click on the question titled “What summer novel did you pick?” under the 

classwork section of our Google Classroom, and view other students’ answers to 
the question. 

○ Remember, I am encouraging you to read a novel that none of the other 
Pre-AP freshmen are reading. 

5. After viewing other students’ answers to the previously mentioned question, 
submit your own answer to the question 

○ Here is an explanation of how to write your submission: 
■ In complete sentences, write about the following points: 

● What's the title of your summer novel, and who is the 
author? 

● Briefly describe what this novel is about.  Use the synopsis 
that is physically written on the book, but put it in your own 
words; don't just copy and paste a summary from the 
internet. 

● Explain two reasons you chose this novel. 
■ This is the summer novel I will be reading.  It’s an example of what 

a well-written submission looks like: 
● I decided to read Losing Brave by Bailee Madison and 

Stefne Miller. It's a novel about a girl, Payton Brave, whose 



twin sister has gone missing. Her sister has been missing for 
a year, and it's driving Payton mad. She must figure out what 
happened to her sister, but while she is investigating, 
another missing girl's body is found. This discovered girl 
looks hauntingly like Payton's sister. The main reason I 
chose this novel is because two of my students from last 
year, Kaylee Howell and Audra Jones, read it and 
recommended it. I trust their judgement of what makes a 
good story. Also, I enjoy unraveling mysteries as I read. I'm 
more likely to keep turning the pages if there's a conundrum 
to unearth. 

6. Roughly divide your novel in half:  first half and last half. 
7. After reading the first half of your novel, answer these questions in complete 

sentences: 
○ What do you like about your novel so far? 
○ What do you dislike about your novel so far? 
○ What are you confused or wondering about in your novel? 

■ Submit your answers to these questions to “My Thoughts #1” in the 
classwork section of our Google Classroom. 

■ Write all of your answers in one post, and submit it. 
8. Read other students' posts to “My Thoughts #1”, and reply to at least one other 

student. 
○ You can reply to any student of your choosing as long as they've posted 

answers to these questions.  
○ Here are possible topics to write about in your reply: 

■ Explain a connection between your novel and the other student's 
novel. Explain how this novel is like something else you've read 
other than your summer novel. 

■ Explain how this novel connects to the real world. 
■ Explain what seems interesting about the other student's novel. 
■ Explain what seems confusing about the other student's novel, and 

ask him or her a question about the novel. 
○ Be on the lookout for other students’ replies to your answers. 
○ You can reply back to students as long as you keep it school appropriate 

and relevant to the summer reading assignment. 
9. After reading the last half of your novel, answer these questions in complete 

sentences: 
○ Who was your favorite character? Explain. 
○ Who was your least favorite character? Explain. 



○ What is the author trying to teach the reader through telling this story? 
○ Would you recommend this novel to another student? Explain. 

■ Submit your answers to these questions to “My Thoughts #2” in the 
classwork section of our Google Classroom. 

■ Write all of your answers in one post, and submit it. 
10.Read other students' posts to “My Thoughts #2”, and reply to at least one other 

student. 
○ Use the same instructions that are explained in number 8 above 

11.   Check to make sure you have completed every part of this assignment 
○ “What summer novel did you choose?” 
○ “My Thoughts #1” with one reply to another student 
○ “My Thoughts #2” with one reply to another student 

 
Remember to bring the physical copy of your novel to class on the first day of school. 
 
I will be continuously checking our Google Classroom throughout the summer. 
Occasionally, I will reply to your answers, so be on the lookout for my replies.  I 
probably won’t reply to every single answer and reply you make in our Google 
Classroom, but I will be reading them.  Have fun with this assignment, and learn 
something about yourself as a reader and writer through this assignment. 


