
English II PreAP 
Summer Assignment 

 
In English II PreAP, our focus will be on actively and analytically reading both fiction 

and non-fiction. In addition, we will strive to develop articulate college-level writing skills in 
order to effectively communicate our ideas. Your summer assignment consists of two parts: 
 

1. The Bean Trees Dialectical Journal 
You will need to obtain a copy of The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver.  This is 
available at most bookstores and online.  If you are in need of a copy, please let me know 
before the end of school and I can get one for you.  As you read, you will keep a 
dialectical journal in the format illustrated below. 

 

Quote (include page number) Response 

  

 
 

You will need fifteen-twenty (15-20) entries total.  The book is divided into seventeen 
chapters, so if you provide one entry per chapter, you will be on the right track. Choose 
your entries based on interesting language used, literary devices at work, character 
development, plot development, etc.  Your responses are personal in nature, but must also 
analyze the quote or passage and provide insight from your own reading and 
interpretation.  You may want to refer to How to Read Literature Like a Professor if you 
have read that.  Responses may discuss what makes the passage distinctive, what the 
author is attempting to communicate, how the author’s style changes or stays constant 
throughout the text, or predict what is going to happen later in the book. If it stands out to 
you, write it down. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Analytical Essay 
Select at least three of the entries from your dialectical journal and write a 4-5 paragraph 
essay about how all of the passages contribute to one of the following topics or themes of 
the novel: 

● What it means to be a woman 
● The difficulties that come with immigration 
● Concerns for the environment/nature 
● Motherhood/Family 
● Coming of age/growing up 

 
In your essay, be sure to refer to the passages with page numbers and use them to support  
your ideas. 

 
All essays must be written in MLA format (Times New Roman, 12 pt, double-spaced).  Your 
dialectical journal may be handwritten or typed, but I must be able to read it. 
 
If you have any questions this summer, please do not hesitate to send me an email. I am looking 
forward to working with you next year!  Have a wonderful, relaxing, and productive summer! 
 
 
Mrs. Shatraw 
jshatraw@acisd.org 
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